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Abstract:

Westren New Criticism was a formalist movement in literary theory.
New criticism developed as a reaction to the older philological and
literary history that dominated literary criticism in the middle decades
of the 20th century, which focused on the history and meaning of
individual words and their relation to foreign and ancient languages,
comparative sources, and the biographical circumstances of the
others. The new critics felt that this approach tended to distract from
the text and meaning of a poem and entirely neglect its aesthetic
qualities in favor of teaching about external factors. New criticism
believed the structure and meaning of the text were intimately
connected and should not be analyzed separately. In order to bring the
focus of literary studies back to analysis of the texts. The new critics
also looked for paradox, paradox, ambiguity, irony, and tension to
help establish the single best and most unified interpretation of the
text.
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