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Abstract

This study explores the relationship between reason (Aqgl) and
revelation (Wahy) in Islamic intellectual tradition and examines their
respective roles in shaping human understanding, morality, and
civilization. Islam presents human life as purposeful and meaningful,
emphasizing that mankind has not been created in vain but has been
entrusted with responsibilities, rights, and moral obligations that require
divine guidance. Although human intellect possesses the capacity to
recognize the existence and unity of God and to acquire knowledge through
observation and reflection, it remains limited in accessing comprehensive
ethical, legal, and metaphysical truths independently. Therefore, revelation
serves as the ultimate and infallible source of guidance for humanity.

The article argues that reason and revelation are not contradictory
sources of knowledge; rather, they complement and complete one another.
Reason enables human beings to investigate the natural world, distinguish
between possibilities, and develop intellectual and scientific understanding,
while revelation provides certainty in matters beyond human perception,
including divine commandments, moral values, acts of worship, and the
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ultimate purpose of life. Since human intellect is susceptible to error, bias,
and limitation, revelation functions as a corrective and guiding authority
that directs reason toward truth and balance.

This research further analyzes the perspectives of prominent
classical and contemporary Muslim scholars regarding the apparent tension
between rational and transmitted knowledge. The views of Imam al-
Ghazali, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn al-Qayyim, al-Shatib,
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan Barelvi, Muhammad Abduh, Allama Muhammad

Igbal, Sayyid Abul A‘la Mawdudi, Said Nursi, Taha J ,al-Alwani, and

Fethullah Gllen are comparatively examined. While some scholars gave
priority to rational interpretation in cases of apparent contradiction, others
emphasized the supremacy of revelation. However, the dominant scholarly
position maintains that authentic reason and authentic revelation can never
be in real conflict, and that any perceived contradiction arises from
defective reasoning or misunderstanding of revealed texts.

The study concludes that the decline of Muslim intellectual and
spiritual civilization is partly rooted in the separation of reason from
revelation. A sound Islamic worldview can only emerge through the
harmonious integration of both sources of knowledge, where reason
operates under the illumination of revelation and revelation inspires reason
toward deeper reflection, moral consciousness, and civilizational progress.
Keywords: Revelation (Wahi), Reason (Agl), Islamic Epistemology,
Muhammad Igbal, Said Nursi, Ibn Taymiyyah.
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