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Abstract:

This article delves into the historical and scholarly discussions surrounding
the origins and authenticity of the Quranic revelation, specifically focusing on
Theodor Noldeke's critical perspective. It examines how orientalists, particularly
Noldeke, have interpreted the Quran as a product of socio-emotional and
anthropological circumstances rather than divine revelation. Noldeke's arguments
against the traditional Islamic understanding of divine inspiration, including his
assertions about Muhammad (PBUH) as an “Oriental visionary” influenced by
emotional and cultural factors, are critically analyzed. The article also highlights the
responses of Muslim scholars to Noldeke’s claims, providing counterarguments from
Quranic text, Islamic traditions, and historical context to refute his anthropological and
psychological interpretations of revelation.

Keywords: Theodor Noldeke, Quranic Revelation, Orientalist Criticism,
Anthropological Perspective, Islamic Scholarship
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“How these revelations arose in Muhammad's mind is a question which is
almost as idle to discuss as it would be to analyze the workings of the mind of a poet.
In his early career, sometimes perhaps in its later stages also, many revelations must
have burst from him in uncontrollable excitement, so that he could not possibly regard
them otherwise than as divine inspirations. WWe must bear in mind that he was no cold
systematic thinker, but an Oriental visionary, brought up in crass superstition, and
without intellectual discipline; a man whose nervous temperament had been
powerfully worked on by ascetic austerities, and who was all the more irritated by the
opposition he encountered, because he had little of the heroic in his nature. Filled with
his religious ideas and visions he might well fancy he heard the angel bidding him to
recite what was said to him.”®
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